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MFS-projects 
Supporting women in Science in low-income countries 
 

The International Science Programme (ISP) at Uppsala University hereby proposes master and undergraduate 

thesis subjects for social science students, which include 8 weeks Minor Field Studies (MFS) in low-income 

countries. ISP assists low-income countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America to build and strengthen the 

domestic research capacity and postgraduate education in chemistry, mathematics and physics. ISP aims to 

increase the focus on gender equality and gender balance in the supported research groups and networks and 

it is now suggesting MFS-projects to investigate constraints and opportunities for the female 

students/researchers in the supported groups. Own research topics are also welcomed!  

Suggested research topics:  

1. To conduct a gender context analysis in one or more of the ISP supported research groups, 

identifying such aspects on different levels (symbolic, interactional and individual) that result in 

different career outcomes for women and men. 

The aim of the study will be to examine the gender equality at the Institutions of groups/networks supported 

by ISP. Questions such as the role of family, culture and religion in the lives of women and men, interactional 

patterns in research groups and individual identities, identifications and aspirations could be addressed in this 

study.  

2. Career development of female and male scientist in ISP supported research groups in low-

income countries.  

The project aims to apply previous research on female and male academics’ career development to look at 

similarities and differences in career development of scientists at ISP supported departments. The project 

should identify what is done/could be done to promote equal opportunities for males and females to have a 

successful career.   

3. Facilitators and obstacles in defining and implementing gender policies at institutions involved 

in ISP collaborations. 

The aim of the project is to study existing gender policies and strategy plans in institutions in Asia and Africa, as 

well as the possibility of advancing such policies and plans.  

4. Gender and equality in research in developing countries. ISP supported research as a case. 

The aim of this project is to illuminate any relevant aspect affecting gender equality in the societal arena of 

academic research, on any level from global, state and institutional politics and policies to research groups’ and 

individual researchers’ daily lives. 
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